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close contact with life. The decay of the caste system,
with all its attendant evils, seems inevitable under the
conditions of modern life. But it is to be hoped that
as it passes some of its nobler phases may be preserved,
and that the vocational idea of education which it has
fostered may not be lost. The tendency to extend a uni-
form system and so to reduce all education to the dead
level of a code-bound type is already at work In India,
and the ideal of vocational training needs to be made
much more prominent. How to develop a system of
vocational education which may incorporate the best
elements of the old ideals with the claims of modern
education is no easy problem, but it is one which will have
eventually to be faced.
Those who study India from the point of view of
its philosophy alone may get the impression that the
people of India are a race of impractical dreamers who
spend much of their time in meditating on lofty abstract-
ions. That philosophical speculation has been carried
to a very high point in India is of course true, but the
practical side of life has also been cultivated, and a great
deal of social life has been permeated by utilitarianism.
In education this is reflected in the vocational ideals to
which we have referred. But the spiritual basis which
underlies life is never left out of sight, and in the ultimate
analysis is regarded as paramount The great difficulty
which the people of India have felt has been to preserve
a unity between the spiritual and the practical point of
view, and this has often led to impractical other-world-
liness on the one hand and narrow vocationalism on the
other. But no view of life would be regarded as adequate
which did not rest ultimately on a spiritual basis, and
hence in education it is regarded as essential that a pupil's